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Left to right: Robert Walsh, president of Forensic Technology, Willie Odendall, and Wayne Baird, 
former vice president of Sales for Forensic Technology 



I f you believe that you or your group have demonstrated excel-

lence in your field through sustained superior performance,

an exceptional case, the implementation of best practices, or

some other interesting and unique method and you are interested

in applying for the 2004 Calvin H. Goddard Award, please visit our

website at www.forensictechnologyinc.com and complete the

application.  The deadline for this contest is December 19th 2003.

Applications must be returned by mail, fax, or email to:

Forensic Technology Inc.
C/O Patty Xenos
5757 Cavendish Boulevard, suite 200
Cote St. Luc, PQ  H4W 2W8
CANADA
Telephone: 514.485.5610
Fax: 514.485.9336
Email: patty.xenos@fti-ibis.com

Forensic Technology (FTI) proudly presents
The 2003 Calvin H. Goddard Award for Excellence

to Inspector Willie M. Odendaal of the South
African Police Ser vice, Pretoria

P r e s e n t i n g  t h e  a w a r d  o n  b e h a l f  o f  F T I  i s  C a l v i n
G o d d a r d  Z o n ,  g r a n d s o n  o f  C a l v i n  G o d d a r d .  



W hen FTI  dec ided to  present  an award to  honor
the men and women in  law enforcement  who
excel  a t  u t i l i z ing the sc ience of  f i rearms iden-

t i f icat ion to  he lp  reduce the v io lent  cr ime in  h is /her
reg ion,  i t  seemed obv ious that  the award should be
named af ter  the man who inaugurated the sc ience of
f i rearm ident i f icat ion:  

Calv in  H.  Goddard (1891 -  1955)  -  Born in  Bal t imore,  Md. ,
in  1891,  Goddard s tud ied at  John Hopkins Univers i ty  where
he rece ived h is  B.A.  in  1911 and h is  M.D.  in  1915.  Goddard
held var ious pos i t ions in  the Uni ted States Army throughout
h is  years of  serv ice.  He was a lso a professor  o f  po l ice sc i -
ence at  Nor thwestern Univers i ty.  Goddard 's  po l ice sc ience
courses were the f i rs t  o ffered at  the Univers i ty  and in  the
Un i ted  S ta tes .  O the r  appo in tmen ts  t ha t  Godda rd  he ld
inc luded Mi l i tary  Edi tor  o f  the Encyc lopedia Br i tannica as
wel l  as  estab l ish ing and ed i t ing the Amer ican Journal  o f
Pol ice Sc ience the nat ion 's  f i rs t  sc ient i f ic  po l ice journal .

In  1925,  Goddard 's  l i fe- long fasc inat ion of  f i rearms became
a fu l l - t ime pursu i t .  He estab l ished the Bureau of  Forens ic
Bal l is t ics  in  New York Ci ty  and developed,  wi th  the he lp  o f
o thers ,  the compar ison microscope and he l ixometer,  both of
these essent ia l  too ls  for  the sc ient i f ic  detect ion of  cr ime.
Goddard ga ined an in ternat ional  reputat ion as a f i rearms
ident i f icat ion exper t .  

" G o d d a r d  i s  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  s o l v i n g  t h e  1 9 2 9  S t .
Va l e n t i n e ' s  D a y  M a s s a c r e  i n  w h i c h  s e v e n  g a n g -
s t e r s  w e r e  k i l l e d  b y  r i v a l  A l  C a p o n e  m o b s t e r s
d r e s s e d  a s  C h i c a g o  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s .  T h a t  c a s e  l e d
t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a t  N o r t h w e s t e r n  U n i v e r s i t y
o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  f i r s t  i n d e p e n d e n t  c r i m i n o l o g i c a l
l a b o r a t o r y ,  w h i c h  G o d d a r d  h e a d e d ,  a n d  w h e r e  b a l -
l i s t i c s ,  f i n g e r p r i n t i n g ,  b l o o d  a n a l y s i s  a n d  t r a c e
e v i d e n c e  w e r e  b r o u g h t  u n d e r  o n e  r o o f .  G o d d a r d
a s s i s t e d  t h e  F B I  i n  s e t t i n g  u p  a  s i m i l a r  l a b  i n
1 9 3 2 . ”

- Calvin Goddard Zon

Inspector Willie Odendaal - Inspector Odendaal started his
career in law enforcement in 1990 holding various different
positions throughout various regions of South Africa. His edu-

cation in ballistics includes three years of internal training as a
Forensic Ballistics Specialist, a
Higher Certif icate in Police
Administration from Technicon of
South Africa, and an Advanced
Program in Forensic
Criminalistics (Major in Forensic
Ballistics) at the University of
South Africa (UNISA). Inspector
Odendaal's Forensic Ballistics
knowledge includes training in
internal ballistics, intermediate
ballistics, external ballistics and

terminal ballistics. He has studied the interaction between all of
these, allowing him to be an authority when it comes to all things
relating to ballistics. 

Currently, Inspector Odendaal works at the Pretoria Ballistic Unit
where he is the Forensic Ballistic Specialist, IBIS® Regional
Coordinator for Pretoria and the IBIS National Vice Coordinator.
He is responsible for the investigation of all ballistic related crimes
and crime scenes. As well, he is responsible for the day-to-day
operations of IBIS on a regional level and on an ad hoc basis,
nationally. It is as such that he has been able to make over 1000
Hits with the IBIS system.

Inspector Odendaal is meritorious of this award for many reasons,
and among them are the following:

- He is considered to be a "hands on" manager who effectively
manages the IBIS system and the personnel who utilize it.  

- For his full cooperation with FTI and for his tremendous support
of ballistic imaging. 

- For his monumental success with the IBIS System.  SAPS
Pretoria is currently the world leader in IBIS "HITS" and contin-
ues to be an inspiration to new users of the technology.  Under
Inspector's Odendaal's guidance and leadership, SAPS Pretoria
has achieved over 1000 "Hits" to date, many of which are excel-
lent success stories. 

For these reasons, and many others, Forensic Technology is hon-
oring Inspector Odendaal as an exemplary law enforcement officer
dedicated to fighting firearm-related crime.  We wish him contin-
ued success in his career and look forward to bestowing many
more awards to the SAPS Pretoria in the future.  




